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Stuff it and shoot it:
Dead birds make pretty pics

by Jasse Locke

*I want to create phnmgr:plu
that make your perceptions
change,” sy Vancouver artist
Swsan Bozic. Lofty goals, one
-might say, but the satement is
not hard to believe afier viewing
some of her work

Bozic’s latest project is a subdy
ironic series of photographs
called fmearnstion, in which tax-
dermy birds are set against the-
atrical semings. By plicing the
mounned birds in an area that is
obvicusly very different than
their normal habitat, the photos
hine ac mankindt dominaton of
the naoural world and the best
freedom of animals,

*Birds have an important
place in my life because they
inspire me in my arowork,”
explaine Bozic. *] see them os
graceful ereamures and 2 symbol
of freedom. Taxidermy is a kind
of resincamation of the animal
iself, and this contradicdon
interests me. The birds in my
photographs are the subjects of

the image, Tek all about them and
their contexx within cach compo-
sition, invelving this dualicy of
life and death.”

Muany photos in te series on-
rain additonal inanimare objects
placed nexx wo the birds, further
exposing the irony of this presen-
ration of nature. These birds
were onde living, breathing crea-
pares, bat now they are redoced
to items we can place on a shelf.

Bozic says her inspimtdon for
the project came from the Duich
sl life painrers of the 16th cen-
tary, who used drapery a5 2 fram-
ing device, The idea ro use the
birds came from fellow photag-
rapher Joyee Tenneson.

*Oine of her photos is 2 por-
trair of 3 woman with 2 dave o
her shoulder and ie was some-
thing that really stuck me. 1
remember thinking, ‘It this a real
bird? Ir provoked questions,”
Bozic says.

Tacarravien vook Bozic nearly
two years to complete. She
sdmits that it was 3 dme-con=
suming process, aking her seven

to 10 doys 1o complete cach
image. Even il it was a lor of
work, Bozic says ﬂ'!: process was
well worth it

The photos have sparked their
share of controversy. Although
Incornation uses the mounced
birds tastefully a5 an artiste tool,
Bozic has received some eritickm
from navure lovers.

“In the beginning, when 1
would tell people that [ was uwing
tasidermy enimals, they were
shocked,” says Baozic, “It was an
anvomatic resction | think many
people have a fear of death amd
perhaps equate taxiderry ani-
mals with thar. Bur after seeing
the work their opinions changed
because there it nothing
grotesque about my images. In
Bact, I've had very posidive feed-
back from this work.”

The New Gallery will be
showing foearmaticn on Nov. 13
at ¥ pm. On Now 15 gt 2 pm.,
Bozic will appear st the New
Callery to host an artists ok
The Mew Gallery 15 located at
S16D-9 Avenue S
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Stuffed birds are the prime sutgﬂ:rnfmmurm&mm
Bozic's photos to be exhibited Nov. 14 at The New Gallery.



